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thirty days in 1891; but we shall be as far as ever
from realising the vast number of steps involved in
the growth of a fault, let alone a mountain-chain.

Yet, all over the land-surface of the globe, the crust
is intersected by numberless faults, and hardly any
portion is there in which some or many of these
faults are not growing One country, indeed, such
as Great Britain, may have reached a condition
of comparative stagnancy; the fault-slips are few
and slight, and earthquakes in consequence are
rare and generally inconspicuous. In another, like
Eastern Japan and the adjoining ocean-bed, the
movements are frequent, occasionally almost in-
cessant, and few years pass without some great con-
vulsion by which cities are wrecked and hundreds of
human lives are lost. At such times, we magnify the
role of earthquakes, and are in some danger of
forgetting that, in the formation of a mountain-chain
or continent, they serve no higher purpose than the
creaking of a wheel in the complex movements of a
great machine.